1853.] 


Materia Medica and Pharmacy. 


468 


great extent any defect in its action, so far at least as the oleaginous material 
for respiration is concerned, there is good reason to expect that still more may 
be gained by giving, in a ready-formed state, the other combustive material, 
the saccharine. 

The facts I have brought forward have led me to use sugar of milk in the 
treatment of consumption ; and, as I have seen benefit from its use, I wish to 
recommend it as an article of food deserving of more attention in the treatment 
of this disease than it has yet received. I believe also that they embrace an 
important principle, applicable to the dietetic treatment of other diseases.— 
Assoc. Med. Journ. June 24, 1853. 

13. Raw Meat and recent Blood as Therapeutic Agents. —In the diarrhoea of 
young children, connected with anaemia, M. Trousseau prescribes raw meat, 
finely chopped and slightly salted, lie attributes the medicinal properties of 
raw meat to the iron and manganese contained in the fresh blood. The Presse 
Medicate Beige says that in Belgium it is a common custom, in some diseases, 
to drink bullock’s blood in the morning before breakfast, while still hot, in 
increasing doses. Persons suffering from haemoptysis, and exhausted by hemor¬ 
rhage, are said to rally rapidly by taking every morning half a pint of blood in 
the slaughter-house, before it cools. It is said that children take the blood 
readily, but that adults loathe it.— Association Medical Journal, June 17, 1853. 

14. Transfusion of Blood. 1 —In this memoir, Dr. Polli collects twenty-three 
cases in which the operation has been practised in the ordinary way, that is, 
with human blood. In five of these death happened, either because the ope¬ 
ration was too late, or because death was about to happen from some inde¬ 
pendent and inevitable cause; in all the rest life was saved—in many, from the 
very jaws of death. In no one case did the operation give rise to any serious 
inconvenience. The majority of the cases were those of parturient females, 
reduced to death’s door by flooding; the rest, those of persons suffering from 
other kinds of hemorrhage, induced upon the hemorrhagic diathesis. 

Dr. Polli also enumerates some cases in which the hlood of animals was suc¬ 
cessfully substituted for that of man. Four of these are on the authority of 
M. Denis, who wrote his Retires sur la Transfusion at Paris in 1667. Another 
is taken from an Italian work by Dr. Manfred, of Lucca (I)e Nova et Inaudita 
Medico-Cldr. Operations, &c., Romm, 1668). Another, by MM. Lower and King, 
from the Gaz. Medicate de Paris, p. 65, 1848. The particulars of the last two 
experiments are not given, and we are only told that the blood of a lamb was 
employed in the one, and that of a calf in the other, and that the result was 
successful. The particulars of M. Denis’s experiments are as follows:— 

Exp. 1. M. Denis took ten ounces of blood from the arm of a strong and 
healthy butcher, aged forty-five, and injected through the same opening twenty 
ounces of the arterial blood of a lamb, after which the butcher, without any 
alteration in his mauners and feelings, proceeded to kill and dress the animal 
which had furnished the blood, and then went to the public house to dispose of 
the gratuity which had been given him by the operator. The next day, accord¬ 
ing to his own account, he felt in bettor health than usual, and he underwent 
the same operation with the same results. 

Exp. 2. Nine ounces of the arterial blood of a lamb were injected into the 
arm of a youth, aged sixteen, who had suffered during two months from fever, 
and who, from this cause, and from having been bled twenty times, lay in a 
moribund state, when he immediately calmed and slept, and this rallying event¬ 
uated in complete recovery. 

Exp. 3. A madman of eight years’ standing, whose madness showed itself 
in attacks of complete restlessness and wakefulness of eight or ten months’ 
duration, was treated by transfusion in the fourth month of such an attack. 
Ten ounces of blood were abstracted, and six ounces of the arterial blood of a 
calf injected in their stead, with much relief to the symptoms. Afterwards, a 

1 Recherches et Experiences sur la Transfusion du Sang; par le Dr. Polli. Archiv. 
Gen. de Mfid. Oct. and Nov. 1852. 
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pound of the same blood was injected. The immediate result of the second 
tranfusion was vomiting, purging, and sweating. These ended in sound sleep, 
which brought about a favourable crisis, for from this time the patient continued 
to improve until he was quite well. 

Exp. 4. The patient in this experiment was lethargic, convulsed, and almost 
pulseless, in consequence of a violent and protracted attack of vomiting and 
purging. M. Denis injected eight ounces of blood (of what animal is not 
stated, when the convulsions ceased, the pulse rose, the consciousness returned, 
the bystanders were recognized and spoken to, and some food was taken. This 
state continued for twenty-four hours. The transfusion was then repeated, 
but tho vomiting and purging returned, and the patient sunk eleven hours 
afterwards. Serious intussusception of the small intestine was fouud after 
death. 

The conclusion to which Dr. Polli arrives is that the operation of transfusion 
is simple, efficacious, and safe. He recommends it not only in cases of exces¬ 
sive hemorrhage under ordinary circumstances, but in cases where there is a 
strong hemorrhagic diathesis, as likely to produce a beneficial change in the 
crasis of the blood. IIo recommends it also in cases of extreme inanition, 
whore there is not time to introduce food in the ordinary way, or strength to 
digest that food. He suggests it as a possible means of inducing a beneficial 
chango in the constitution of the blood in chlorosis, rachitis, scrofula, and 
insanity; and he thinks that defibrinized aerated arterial blood might prove to 
be a powerful means of resuscitation in cases of asphyxia and other kinds of 
apparent death.— Half Yearly Abstract, vol. xvii. 

15. Objections to the Use of Chloroform. By Samuel Beecroft, Esq.—Since the 
use of chloroform has become so general, and so much is written in our periodi¬ 
cals in its praise, and so little against its use, I hope that I shall escape tho 
charge of presumption in venturing on the following remarks. 

I would first state my doubts of its use being beneficial in any case, when we 
know that its effect in fulling pain is produced at the expense of the blood being 
poisoned by the introduction of an excess of carbon ; under which state there 
is great disposition to the production of local congestion. I appeal to common 
sense, if a patient in this condition, and undergoing an operation, is so likely 
to do well as one in whom it has been the care of the surgeon to keep the blood 
as healthy as possible. 

For my part, I feel sure that convalescence cannot be so certain when chloro¬ 
form is used as when the blood is free from its poisonous agency. But some 
will say that we have evidence to the contrary, in the fact of patients constantly 
making rapid recoveries when this anaesthetic agent has been used, and I cannot 
deny that such recoveries do take place. But we know that a great many would 
recover if they were rendered insensible with alcohol; but we should not like 
to risk operating under these circumstances; and we find a great analogy in tho 
action of spirituous drinks and chloroform. Death is produced by large and 
rapidly administered doses of each; and we find in both instances, after death, 
the same congestion of vital organs. 

I have frequently used chloroform, and I confess that I have never seen it the 
means of accelerating the convalescence, as is stated by some. How can ren¬ 
dering the blood impure cause a rapid recovery? The supposition is absurd. 
I have, however, often seen headache, sickness, etc., produced by it for some 
time after its use; and I have the impression that in some cases I have read, 
where death has occurred a few days after operating, it might in some measure 
have been owing to the chloroform. 

The last two cases in which I used it were hydrophobia and dislocation of the 
humerus into tho axilla of seven weeks’ standing. In the case of hydrophobia, 
the patient was certainly quieted by it, but he died in less than twenty-four hours 
after the first active symptoms of the disease set in ; and in all the cases I have 
read, where it has been used, this disease appears to have run its course very 
rapidly. In the case of dislocation, although we put the patient in great 
jeopardy, by the chloroform causing convulsions followed by stupor, under 
which the muscular system was completely powerless, wc yet failed in the re- 



